Goering Center Announces 2026 Family and Private Business Award Honorees
Jeff Wyler Family to be inducted into the Family and Private Business Award Hall of Fame

CINCINNATI (August 4, 2026) — The Goering Center for Family & Private Business at the University
of Cincinnati announced today the honorees for the 2026 Family and Private Business Awards
(FPBA), recognizing the outstanding achievements of Greater Cincinnati's leading family-owned and
privately held businesses.

The annual awards celebrate organizations that demonstrate excellence in strategic planning,
sustained growth, innovation, leadership and community impact while honoring the entrepreneurial
spirit that drives the region's economy.

The 2026 Family and Private Business Awards celebration will be held on September 15, 4 pm at
Hard Rock Casino featuring Baseball Hall of Famer Marty Brennaman as emcee. To purchase tickets
or learn more about sponsorship opportunities, visit the website.

The 2026 Honorees are:
e HBHHoldings Inc.
e Perfection Group
e WSAUSA
e Centennial and Talent Magnet Institute
e Taylor Logistics Inc.
e Appro-Rx
e CPN Legal
e Riverside Electric Inc.
e JunkKing Cincinnati
e Knox Manufacturing Solutions

Hall of Fame Inductee

Jeff Wyler Family

The Jeff Wyler Family will be inducted into the Family and Private Business Award Hall of Fame in
recognition of more than 50 years of entrepreneurial leadership, business innovation and
community impact. Since founding a single dealership in 1973, the Jeff Wyler Automotive Family has
grown into one of the nation's largest privately-owned automotive groups while remaining family-
owned across three generations. Through the Wyler Family Foundation and decades of civic
leadership, the family has invested millions of dollars and countless volunteer hours to strengthen
education, health care and nonprofit organizations throughout the Greater Cincinnati region,
creating a legacy that extends far beyond business success.

Volunteer of the Year

Steve Hater

Steve Hater will be recognized as the 2026 Volunteer of the Year for his exceptional dedication to the
Goering Center for Family & Private Business and his lasting impact on Greater Cincinnati's business
community. During his many years as the Goering Center's Membership Director, Steve played a
pivotal role in growing one of the nation's premier family business organizations by building
meaningful relationships, connecting business leaders and fostering a collaborative community
where family and privately held businesses could learn, grow and thrive. His passion for serving


https://goeringcenter.com/family-and-private-business-awards/

others and unwavering commitment to the Center's mission have left a lasting legacy that continues
to benefit the region's business community.

The Volunteer of the Year Award recognizes an individual whose exceptional dedication and service
have strengthened the Goering Center and advanced its mission of supporting family-owned and
privately held businesses throughout the region.

Premier Sponsors of the 2026 Family and Private Business Awards include Fifth Third Bank, Clark
Schaefer, OneDigital and Katz Teller.

"Every year, the Family and Private Business Awards recognize organizations and leaders who
embody the resilience, innovation and values that define our region's business community," said
Carol Butler, President & CEO of the Goering Center. "The 2026 honorees, along with the Jeff Wyler
family, our Hall of Fame inductee, represent the very best of Greater Cincinnati. Their commitment
to long-term success, strong leadership and community engagement continues to inspire the next
generation of family and private businesses."

The Family and Private Business Awards celebrate companies that have successfully adapted to
changing markets while maintaining strong cultures, creating jobs and making meaningful
contributions to the Greater Cincinnati region.

Hit#

About the Goering Center for Family & Private Business

The Goering Center at the University of Cincinnati Lindner College of Business provides essential
resources, education and peer networks for family-owned and privately held businesses. As one of
the nation's premier centers dedicated to family business success, the Goering Center equips
business leaders with strategic guidance, leadership development and best practices to help
organizations grow, transition and build lasting legacies. For more information about the Family and
Private Business Awards and the Goering Center, visit www.goeringcenter.com.
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